Devoted saints come from the HOLINESS church, bringing the message of HeartPurity and the Coming of the Lord, and wonderfully blessed of God, as fruitage needing but one thing-the latter rain.
- Aimee Semple McPherson   2 Hermeneutics is an important subject for Pentecostals. 3 Generally, the hermeneutical concern has focused attention upon the proper use of an exegetical method with the assumption that methods are somehow the neutral and objective means of establishing the validity of one's doctrinal interpretation of Scripture. 4 For Pentecostals of all generations, the issue of biblical hermeneutics always arises whenever the doctrine of Spirit baptism is discussed.
5 Thus the proper biblical interpretation of Luke-Acts has the apostle Paul's writings, and because he cannot find the doctrine in "the explicit teaching of Paul" he rejects it (421). become the primary front in the battle, with both sides believing that the war can be won by exegetically demonstrating either the inadequacy or the adequacy of the Pentecostal doctrine.
6 When the discussion shifts from the so-called distinctive doctrine of Spirit baptism to whether or not there even exists an authentic "Pentecostal" theology, hermeneutical concerns surface again in the disguise of theological method. No wonder hermeneutics continues to be an important topic at the annual meetings of the Society for Pentecostal Studies.
The contemporary hermeneutical concern recognizes that the use of exegetical-theological methods must take into consideration the socialcultural location of the person using it.
7 The hermeneuts and the methods are not isolated islands. Both the methods and the hermeneuts are socially, culturally, and theologically shaped entities that contribute to the making of meaning. 8 In order for interpretation to take place, the reader must participate. Readers are not neutral observers but instead are engaged by the text. "Reading involves using both the information that is present on the written page, as well as the information we already have in our minds." The reader does not come to the text as a blank slate. 9 Comprehension of a written text involves both a discovery and a creation of meaningful understanding.
10 Therefore, the way in which Pentecostals or any community goes about doing "exegesis" and "theology" has as much to do with their social location and theological formation as it does with their
